CONVERSATIONS AND DIALOGUES                   21&
age Maitreyi, Gargi, and other ladies of revered memory
have taken the places of Rishis through their skill in
discussing about Brahman. In an assembly of a thousand
Brahmanas who were all erudite in the Vedas, Gargi
boldly challenged Yajnavalkya in a discussion about
Brahman. Since such ideal women were entitled to-
spiritual knowledge, why shall not the women have
the same privilege now ? What has happened once can
certainly happen again. History repeats itself. All
nations have attained greatness by paying proper respect
to women. That country and that nation which do
not respect women have never become great, nor will
ever be in future. The principal reason why your race
has so much degenerated is that you have no respect for
these living images of Shakti. Manu says, "Where Women
are respected, there the gods delight; and where they
are not, there all works and efforts come to naught."1
There is no hope of rise for that family or country where
there is no estimation of women, where they live in
sadness. For this reason, they have to be raised first ;
and an ideal Math has to be started for them.
Disciple: Sir, when you first returned from the West,.
in your lecture at the Star Theatre you sharply criticised
the Tantras. Now by your supporting the worship of
women, as taught in the Tantras, you are contradicting
yourself.
Swamiji: I denounced only the present corrupted
form of Vimichira of the Tantras. I did not denounce
the Mother-worship of the Tantras, or even the real
Vamachara. The purport of the Tantras is to worship
women in a spirit of Divinity. During the downfall of
Buddhism, the Vamachara became very much corrupted,
and that corrupted form obtains to the present day.
Even now the Tantra literature of India is influenced by
1 Manu, III. 56.